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Michaelite Community mourn deaths of

F. R. Ragel, Rev. Fr. Sritharan and Vidwan S. E. Kamalanathan

Rev. Fr. T. Siritharan Sylvester, Procurator General,Trincomalee – Batticaloa Diocese, passed away on March 8,2012. The funeral was on Saturday March 10, 2012 atBatticaloa.Fr. Siritharan Sylvester,son of Mr and MrsThangarajah of Batticaloa,affectionately called Fr.Siri, was born on Dec 17,1962 and had hiseducation at FatimaCollege, Kalmunai and St.Michael’s College,Batticaloa. He wasordained a priest on Aug.17, 1993. He is a formerVice President of SMC, AAand was Editor in the current committee.Fr. Siri was Director, Catholic Social Services Arm, Caritas –EHED, (Eastern Human and Education Development)Batticaloa – Ampara Districts from 1998 for 13 years workingfor the uplift of the underprivileged  people of the twodistricts. However, it was only in the aftermath of theTsunami that Father Siri’s quality and quantity of work cameinto prominence.In an interview published with his picture in the Daily news in2005, Fr. Siri said that “his organization has served allcommunities irrespective of caste, race and religion. EHED isnot an institution that was formed after the tsunami and itwas involved in social service activities for many years. It hastaken several measures to bring up the living standards ofthose who were below the poverty line.”When the tsunami hit the war weary people of the east, Fr.Siri was able to respond quickly as he had the organizationalset up, the man power and knowledge of the terrain. Foreignaid began to be channeled through EHED. The task wasformidable and Fr. Siri was the man for the times. He will belong remembered for the dedicated humanitarian service herendered to a people stricken by war, tsunami and floods andas the one who brought hope to the hopeless.His work came for recognition even outside Sri Lanka asevidenced by the well deserved Doctorates andProfessorships he was conferred on.
Continued on page 4

Francis Regis Ragel, son of late P. C. Ragel and MaryJosephine was popularly known as Ragel MasterRagel Master’s association with SMC dates back to the early1940’s, first as a student, later as teacher and Prefect ofDiscipline and always as Secretary of the Alumni Associationat Batticaloa and Colombo for 30 years until his last day onDec. 28, 2011.A fuller account compiled by Tamil Scholar and Vice PresidentM. Suthaharan which was publised in the tPuNfrup appearselsewhere in this issue. Sutha has since been appointed Editorof the Tamil section of the Archangel.

Last Public Appearance : He officiated as Secretary at thelast AGM. He lit the lamp and the light in him was put out.
Last Wish : After  attending the cremation of RanjiniMahendran on Dec. 5, 2011, Master, I.T. Canagaretnam andthe Editor were returning home in Alston Jeganathan’s car.Alston was to drop Master at a convenient place for his busjourney home to Kalutara. Master suggested that we drownour sorrow over the loss of Ranjini. The others in the carfound it difficult to accede to his proposal as it was too earlyin the day-4pm. Little did we realize then that, before themonth was out, we would be left to drown the sorrow overthe death of the one who wanted to drown the sorrow overanother’s death. Continued on page 3

We record with regret the passing away of former
SMC Principal Vidwan Samuel Emmanuel
Kamalanathan, husband of Kamaladevi also former
SMC Principal, on April 25, 2012 at Batticaloa
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Alumni NewsA road was named after Senior vice Patron I. T.
Canagaratnam at Mylambavely, Eravurpattu in recognitionof his humanitarian services to the local people during timesof disasters.

Retirement: Vice Patron Angelo Patrick retired as Directorfrom the Capital Maharajah Group with effect from Dec. 31,2011. He has since been appointed Director, Amana Bank Ltd.and Director, AMW Capital Leasing Co. At Amana Bank he isChairman of Board Integrated Risk Management Committeeand at AMW Capital Leasing Co., Chairman, Board AuditCommittee. He is also appointed Consultant to the IT Sector ofthe Bartleet Group of Companies.
Jerry M Joseph, former Treasurer Colombo branch, has beenelected Vice President, Tourism Welfare Association of SriLanka.
Winston Thangarajah, former Secretary, Colombo Branch,has returned to Sri Lanka and isDirector – BIZ GURU, Colombo 3.Director of Studies - Career Path Center for Excellence, 37,Palmyra Avenue, Colombo 03Director of Studies – Siharam Career Path, Batticaloa-First Business School at Batticaloa conducting courses for UKMarketing and Business Management with exams conductedat Batticaloa.
Wedding Anniversaries
Golden Jubilee: Daniel Thiagarajah and Thilagamcelebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Jan. 12, 2012. -A rare achievement.
Silver Jubilee: Vice President J. C. Daniel and Shanthinicelebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on Feb. 14, 2012 –Valentine’s Day.Congratulations and Best Wishes to the Daniels.
The Eighty ClubF. R. Ragel, R. C. Perumal and Dr. S. Sivasubramaniam becameoctogenarians in chronological order in 2011. On a First InFirst Out (FIFO) basis F. R. Ragel exited in the same year .Whois next in or out?
We care for our School always

Committee Meeting 02The second meeting for the year held on Feb. 4, 2012 at theresidence of I. T. Canagaratnam commenced after observingtwo minutes silence in memory of F. R. Ragel.President Mahendran chaired the meeting which wasattended by 18 other members.The progress of the key tags sale and the forthcoming Fr.Herbert Memorial Basketball Tournament organized jointlywith the parent association were the main topics discussed.The Tournament Committee comprises of I. T. Canagaretnam(Chairman), J. C. Daniel (Vice Chairman), S. Shankar(Secretary), S. Selvaruban (Treasurer). Tournament sub –committees were also formed.The fellowship and dinner were hosted by I. T. Canagaretnamand Rita Canagaretnam.
Committee Meeting 03This meeting was held on March 7, 2012 at the roof top of theapartment of S. Selvaruban at Boswell place, Colombo 6 withPresident Mahendran in the chair. 22 members were inattendance. Fatta Tissaveerasinghe (USA) and Bahitharan(UK) were guests.The vacant posts of 2 Vice Presidents and Secretary werefilled as follows: E. G. Anton and Winston Ockersz, VicePresidents, J. P. Jayaratnarajah, Secretary and S. ShankarAssistant Secretary.The Financial assistance granted to the visiting College andDistrict Basketball teams was approved.J. C. Daniel informed the members that the estimated outlayfor the conduct of the Fr. Herbert Basketball Tournament wasin the region of Rs. 1.5 million including the cost of repair tothe College Basketball court and requested the co operation ofall members to contribute their mite. Fatta Tissaveerasingheundertook to contribute a minimum of Rs. 50,000/- and RanjitDavid offered to meet the cost of the challenge trophy.This dinner meeting was hosted by S. Selvaruban, J. C. Danieland Ms Sumathy Asokan.
Committee Metting 04This fourth dinner meeting was held on March 31, 2012 at theOld Wesleyites Sports Club, Borella with PresidentMahendran in the chair and 18 members in attendance. J. C.Daniel informed the members that the BasketballTournament Committee had made several visits to Batticaloato discuss matters and finalise arrangements. He requestedfull support of members and their presence during thetournament.Fellowship and dinner was hosted by S. Umasuthan, M.Suthaharan, M. Pushpaharan and R. C. Perumal.
Dear God,
My prayer for 2012 is for a fat bank account and a thin body.
Please don’t mix these up like you did last year. Thank you Amen.
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From page 3The Colombo Branch members attended the funeralin strength, laid a floral tribute and the funeral oration wasdelivered by I.T. Canagaretnam.
mkuH Francis Regis Ragel (16.06.1931 – 30.12.2011)

Mfpa Mrphpar; rpNuhd;kzp ,g;NghJ ek; kj;jpapy; ,y;iy.
,tH fy;tpf;fhf jdJ KO tho;ehisAk; (60 tUlr;
Nrit) mHg;gzpj;jJld; rKjhaj;jpw;Fk;> tpNrlkhf
kl;LkhefUf;Fk; jd;dhy; ,ad;w msT gpujp cgfhuk;
vjpHghuhJ cg efugpjhthf Nritahw;wpdhH.

jdJ fy;tpia mHr; kpf;Nfy; fy;Y}hpapy; gapd;W
gpd;G kfufktpy; Mq;fpy gapw;WdH Mf NjHr;rp ngw;whH.
,jd; gpufhuk; mHr;. kpf;Nfy; fy;Y}hpapy; MrhdhdhH. KO
kdJlDk; ,ja Rj;jpAlDk; fy;Y}hpapd; Fwpf;Nfhis
Kd;ndLj;J kpfTk; ghLgl;lhH. ,thplk; Mq;fpyk;
fw;wtHfs; vj;jid vj;jidNah. mtHfs; ek; rKjhaj;jpy;
ey;y epiyapy; cs;sdH vd;gJ njl;lj; njspT.

fy;Y}hpapy; fy;tpia kl;Lk; Gfl;lhJ khztHf;F
xOf;fj;ijAk; fl;Lg;ghl;ilAk; Gfl;l fy;Y}hp epHthfk;
,tUf;F ‘xOf;f eilKiwahsH’ (Prefect of Discipline)
gjtpiaf; nfhLj;J> ,tUila <LghLfs; kpspHe;J voNt>
fy;Y}hp epHthfKk; fy;tpj; jpizf;sKkhf gjpy; mjpgH
];jhdj;ij mspj;jd.

mtUila eilKiwfs;> vLj;jhz;ikfshy;
md;Gld; mtH ‘whfy; kh];lH’ vd;W vy;NyhuhYk;
miof;fg;gl;lhH. fy;tpapd; KOik Gj;jfg; gbg;gpy; kl;LNk
my;y vd;gij vLj;jpak;gp khztHf;F tpisahl;bYk;
Mf;fKk; Cf;fKk; mspj;jhH. ,jid ruptur; nra;a
tpisahl;Lf; fofq;fis cUthf;fpAk; fofq;fspd;
epHthff; FOf;fspy; gq;Nfw;Wk; ey;topg;gLj;jpdhH. ,jw;F
rhd;whf kl;LefH khtl;l $ilg;ge;jhl;lf; fofk;> kl;LefH
khtl;l fhy;ge;jhl;lf; fofk;> ‘ikf;fy;nkd;’ tpisahl;Lf;
fofk;> kl;LefH fpwp];jt rq;fk; Mfpad ,d;Wk;
nraw;gLfpd;w rpy xd;wpaq;fshFk;.

Mq;fpy Mrphpauha; khiyjPtpYk; gzpahw;wpdhH.
GJby;ypapy; ele;j ‘cyf MrphpaH khehl;by;’ fpof;F
khfhzj;ij mq;F nrd;W gpujpepjpg;gLj;jpdhH.

xUfhyfl;lj;jpy; kl;lf;fsg;gpd; ‘capHehb (Livewire)’ vd;W miof;fg;gl;lhH. ,tUila gq;Nfw;G ,y;yhky;
nghJepfo;r;rpfs; (tpisahl;Lg; Nghl;bfs; <whf) ele;jjhf
kf;fs; czHe;jpUf;ftpy;iy.

md;dhhpd; jiyikj;Jtj;ijAk;> 12 tUl
fhhpajhprp NritiaAk; kl;/mHr;. kpf;Nfy; gioa khztH
FOk nfhOk;Gf; fpis gfpHe;J fspg;gile;J nfhz;lJ.

,j;jhy; mHr;. kpf;Nfy; fy;Y}hp kl;lf;fsg;G gioa
khztH FOk nfhOk;Gf; fpis mkuhpd; gphpit mthpd;
FLk;gj;jhUld; gfpHe;J nfhs;fpwJ.

M. Suthaharan in the Virakesari

SMC G.C.E O/L 2011 Results4 Students -9A’s Sat - 20411 Students -8A’s Qualified for A/L – 189 (90%)3 Students -7A’s Last Year 2010 79%18 Students -6A’s97 Students Qualified to enter Science Stream
Advice: My advice is not to give advice unless it is
requested or it is a life threatening situation.

Messages of Sympathy:It’s a shock to hear our Ragel’s death. Looks this year startswith more bad news to our association. Missing Ragel sir willbe a huge void in our association which cannot be filled byanyone. Please convey my heartfelt sympathies to his family.Regards
Selvaruban, Australia, 29.12.2011 by emailI refer to the Archangel No. 54. I was sorry to learn of thepassing away of F.R. Ragel who was a very friendly live wire ofthe association and who did so much work.I would like to mention that Dr. Manoranjani’s late father S.Sivanesan of the Dept. of Census and  Statistics was an old boyof St. Michael’s while her mother Sivanesan Kanagasabey is anold girl of Vincent’s and also a teacher there for many years.

Harindra Sirisena. 20.02.2012 by e-mail

Pix by Bradley OckerszI am sorry to hear the sudden demise of MichaeliteMr F R Ragel. Please pass this message to his family and otherMichaelites.I join with all Michaelites and their families in Australia inoffering our deepest condolence on sudden loss of our pastteacher Mr F R Ragel. He was a wonderful teacherand disciplinarian to so many students, he had been a teacherfor twenty four years in St Michaels College. He was a valuedmember of St Michael College Alumni Association, had beenthe secretary of the parent body of the Alumni association forseventeen years and have served the Colombo branch assecretary for over twelve years.In a letter he recently wrote to us that "I am really proud tohave served my Alma Mater, where I studied and taught. Ishall continue to serve the Alma Mater as long as my limbspermit me to do so" this proves his spirit in our Alma Mater.May he find peace and knowing that his loss is felt by all whoknew and loved him.In sympathy
Dr T Sivaseelan, President, SMC, AA Australian Branch.I learnt the sad news and was shocked to hear the news all ofa sudden. Please convey our deepest sympathy to his family.Further, this noon a boy residing in Russia phoned me up tolearn more about Ragel Master to be published in his website.
AAG Rajendram, Secretary, AA, Batticaloa, 29.12.2011
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Jesuit News
Rev. Fr. Jeyaraj Rasiah SJ elected President CMRS

Rev. Fr. Jeyaraj Rasiah, Provincial of the Jesuits in Sri Lankaand Pakistan, was elected President of the Congregation ofMajor Religious Superiors in Sri Lanka for 2011-13 at theAnnual General Meeting of CMRS held at the Retreat House,Tewatte on 30th Nov. & 1st Dec 2011. At present CMRS consistsof 56 religious Congregations.
Input – The Messenger Dec.11, 2011

Powerful Lankans at wedding of Nirupama’s Son.The wedding of the son of Nirupama Rao, Former Indian HighCommisioner in Sri Lanka, former Indian Foreign Secretaryand presently Indian Ambassador to the US, took place at theTaj Hotel in India. Sri Lankans attending were DefenceSecretary Gothabaya Rajapakse and wife, PresidentialSecretary Lalith Weerathunga and wife, Deputy MinisterNirupama Rajapakse and Husband….. and Indian Diplomat’sMusic Teacher Soundarie David and her mother.Soundarie is the daughter of Vice Patron Ranjit David and hermother is Ranjit’s wife.We are in High Company
Input SUNDAY TIMES - Jan,01.2012

Rev. Fr. Siritharan - Continued from page 1No one knows why his Maker called him early at 49 years ofage. It is said that whom God loves He calls early and leavesthe others like the writer at 80 to write his obituary.“ I know him as a man who took his priestly duties earnestly.Non political but involved with the suffering of the people. Aperson of pure heart and clean hands. May his soul see thepeace that is promised to all such as he”
Shirley Somanadar“ The SMC, AA, North American Chapter offer our condolencesto Rev. Fr Sritharan’s family and to the Diocese ofTrincomalee- Batticaloa. With grateful recognition of hisselfless service as a committed priest of the Lord for hispeople, we offer fervent prayers that God the father ofmercies will grant eternal rest to him and every spiritualconsolation to those who mourn his passing. We shall pray forhis eternal reward and he shall pray for us to prepareourselves for the same.”

Tommy Ganeshamoorthy

SMC, AA, North America Mikes Night on YoutubeThe above Mikes Night was held on a grand scale atScarborough Convention Centre, Ontario, Canada onJan.28,2012. A 14.19minute video highlights with visuals ofthe College was forwarded through youtube by TommyGaneshamoorthy and on Feb.10,2012 your Editor E-mailedhim, “FANTASTIC, YOU HAVE DONE THE COLLEGE AND ALLOF US PROUD. YOU HAVE GONE TO GREAT HEIGHTS ANDPLACED SMC ON THE WORLD MAP. CONGRATULATIONSAND REGARDS.”

Editor’s MailOld horses always outperform the young ones and you are anexample. I get a lot of air from overseas for my SMC AlumniFace Book Club page. But you have put out something solid.Thank you Sir! You really are a man of action in the midst ofhot air balloons that can only fly. Thank you again Sir.I have re – located to Batticaloa to start a Business Schoolwith another Michaelite Naaren.
Winston Thangarajah by emailThis man Perumal is amazing – 80 years old (sorry young)and just don’t give up. I wonder to what further heights hewill take the Archangel to.

Angelo Patrick- 09.01.2012Thank you for yet another wonderful issue of the onlineedition of the Archangel. I appreciate and enjoy your wittyjournalism. God Bless you.
Bradley Ockersz- 10.01.2012As I sat writing this article, I heard the news about theunexpected demise of former Prefect of Discipline of St.Michael’s College, Mr. F. R. Ragel, fondly called as RagelMaster. He was an efficient teacher, an excellent disciplinarianand a friendly counselor while he was at the college. By itsvery nature, being a school disciplinarian did not alwaysmean popular position with students. However, Ragel masterwas loved by his students during his tenure as a teacher atSMC. His love for his students had no bounds and no studentwas an exception when it came to corporal punishment byhim. He will be very much missed by the Michaelites and mayhis soul rest in peace. I was privileged to have correspondedwith him until his death and would like to dedicate this articleto my beloved teacher and friend Ragel Master.

Tommy Ganeshamoorthy in the Mikes Night Souvenir,Jan, 28.2012, SMC, AA, North AmericaThank you sir for the magazine. Good to hear about the newthings happening.Very sorry to hear about Ranjini’s death. She was my classmate and both are good friends.
John Jegasothy Sydney, Australia 09.01.2012I have read all your editions (of Archangel) and enjoyed them.I like the way you create them as they look very professional.Planning to visit SL in December for a re-union of our class atthe College and would love to meet you that time.

Tommy Ganeshamoorthy Feb.11,2012, Canada
ObituaryAE Arudchelvam, Pastor, East Lanka Evangelical Mission,Batticaloa, husband of Mureal Chandra Leela, father of  pastpupils Sam Aravinth (Telecom Engineer) and David Anoj(Lanka Bible College) passed away on Nov, 11.2011 inBatticaloa and the Funeral was on Nov, 24.2011
Edited by : R. C. PerumalAddress : 19/3, Farm Road, Colombo-15.0112521743E-mail :chrisperu193@yahoo.com


