Paving the way for excellence

St. Michael's College: Our Alma Mater

St. Michael’s College, which was formed in 18734yerican Catholic missionaries, is
now one of the few prestigious national school$SrinLanka. Beautifully erected with
Gothic architecture, the college stands still wallegance and stature in the heart of
Batticaloa, known as the Land of Singing Fish. WWita perception of Catholic priests in
vicinity and the sound of church bells ringing Iy ¢lose proximity, the college students
are effortlessly instilled with divinity and disdipe. As per its Latin versed motto, “Quis
Ut Deus” (None equals to Almighty), St. Michel's &ge produced and continues to
produce Michaelites(Students of Michael's) to beoagst the most disciplined and
modest individuals in society.
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With the relentless perseverance of college recamd teachers, the students of St.
Michel's College have excelled in academic andaegtrrricular activities. As a result,
the college marched steadily in the national ar@wa.the academic side, Michaelites
have glorified their alma mater with distinguish&chdemic standings at national level.
Many of Michaelites are eminent professionals inouws fields, not only in the country
but worldwide. What often distinguishes St. MickeCollege from its counterparts is its
extraordinary achievement in sports. Michaelitegsehbeen the national champion in
basketball for the longest time, often competinghwieputed schools like the Royal
College in Colombo. Michaelites were so good inketizall that the word “Basketball”
was talked about as synonymous with St. Michel'#e@e.

Much of the credit in sports goes to Jesuit prissish as Fr. Weber and Fr. Herbert,
without whose selfless sacrifice, such milestonalldiaot have been possible. Both of
these highly regarded American Jesuits workedessy for uplifting the athletic spirits



in not only Michaelites but the entire Batticalaauyhs. The athletic spirit of Michaelites
does not stop with basketball. In fact, they corapat national level in soccer, cricket,
and tennis, as well.

Us: The Alumni Body

St. Michael’'s College has an effective alumni b&dpwn as theAlumni Association of
St. Michael's Colleg¢hat has been functioning over 100 years, now.alaeni body in
Batticaloa, Sri Lanka is often referred to as ThereRt Body. Past students of St.
Michael's College are spread worldwide, especialhyce the onset of Sri Lanka’s civil
war in the early 80s. Currently, there exist alunassociations in North America,
Australia, and the United Kingdom.

We, the Past Pupils’ Association of St. Michael@l€ge, encompass the alumni body in
North America. Operating from Canada, we liaisehvailumni living in the United States
as well, inviting them to general meetings and speevents. Our official website is
www.battistmichaels.com
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Our association, the Past Pupils’ Association af Michael's College, has been in
existence since 1990. Over the past 19 years, ssocamtion has been rendering
relentless support for our Alma Mater. Due to thelgnged 30 years of civil war in Sri
Lanka, the college faced considerable set backsinlevelopments. Many of the much
needed facilities, most of which are considere@mssl, were not available or could not
be maintained to the required standard. In factafbrief period, the college served as a
haven for Internally Displaced People during the.viow that the war has subsided,
there seems enough light being shined on collegelolements, in terms of the facilities
provided as well as in having refined administratsructure and social committees . The
current committee in the Parent Body in Batticalomed out to be one of the most



vibrant alumni body the college has ever seen. Hdrent Body now has many dynamic
and optimistic individuals dedicating enormous tiamel effort for college development.
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With the availability of a well-functioning PareBbdy in Batticaloa, our association is in
a much better shape to properly channel our pjectcollege development. Unlike in
the past, when we relied heavily on the collegedipal to coordinate our projects, our
current projects are coordinated by the Parent Bbdyact, other alumni branches are
also channeling their projects through the ParemtyB

Below are highlights of our on-going projects the¢ coordinated with the Parent Body:
Academic
Scholarship for university entrants who are finatigiunderprivileged
0 Support throughout their undergraduate academezxcar
0 Recognize 16 entrants every year from 4 discipliMedicine,
Engineering, Business, and Arts
Established and maintaining computer lab as pacolbége library
Sports
Provide monthly salary for basketball coach, ineorid improve quality of the
Michael Men team
Provide monthly salary for Cricket coach, in ortteermprove quality

Agreed to contribute in joint with Parent Body t@yide salary for Soccer coach

Maintain college’s basketball courts



You: Our Well-wishers

Our service for our Alma Mater is depended very man your continued support, just
as you have been supporting us since the beginilegencourage you to participate in
our social events, which we organize with enternteants and create opportunities for you
to mingle and expand your social horizon. For thstseveral years, our highlighting
events have been the “Batti Night'(to be called tivikes Night” from this year
onwards) and our Summer Picnic. We mainly gendréiteds for our projects from
successfully holding the “Batti Night”, specificalfrom entrance tickets, raffle tickets,
and from business sponsors. We are very gratefyldior support.

This year, especially, we have decided to makeesistence more worthwhile for the
community we operate within. In this effort, we dh@ummer camp for kids to learn and
improve on the sport Cricket.
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Furthermore, we are holding Spelling Contest fatdcen in order to facilitate them to
improve on their vocabulary and stage presentadis, as well as to create a venue for
them to make new friends and to have a good tinoe.béth the summer camp and
spelling contest, we utilized the fund speciallpgeated amongst few of our committee
members, in order to make these events free fgraaticipants. It is the least we can do
to reciprocate to the community which we are forelepended on!
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